Recognition of endemic and epidemic prosthetic device infections: the role of surveillance, the hospital infection control practitioner, and the hospital epidemiologist.
Surveillance as a means of identifying endemic and epidemic problems is an established and useful public health practice, which increasingly has been applied to the hospital population. The current practice of hospital infection control surveillance tends to concentrate on acute, in-hospital events. It will miss most longer-term prosthetic device infections, since they will often appear at a distance both in time and place. Currently, case report information is not reliably returned to the hospital or physician responsible for the implantation of the device. Since ongoing analysis of the epidemiologic patterns involved in these cases would seem useful, it is proposed that existing infection control units create, define, and maintain a system of net-working communication to return case data to the hospital of origin. This hospital could then combine these data with its own population data, in the hopes of generating useful epidemiologic information for the future.